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Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Blanchard, Thomas 

i 

Peronne Road Cemetery 

link 

Durham Light Infantry 

i 

Maricourt, Somme France 

i 

CSM #539 

i 

Plot 1 Row E Grave 4 

i 
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Area Map 

5 

Reporting and Review 

8 
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Other 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report Form for Plot 1 Row E Grave 4, of the Peronne Road 
Cemetery, lists an Unknown British Soldier C.S.M. of the Durham’s. 

An investigation into the historical records provides clear evidence that the only man 
that meets all of the conditions to have been recovered at this location was Company 
Serjeant Major Thomas Blanchard of the 15 th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry. He was 
killed in action near Clery-sur-Somme on 23 March 1918, in the early days of 
Germany’s “Operation Michael” - Kaiserschlacht (Kaiser’s Battle). 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) lists a “Durham” (Durham Light 
Infantry) with the rank of “C.S.M.” (Company Serjeant Major), who is classed as 
an “Unknown British Soldier” (Attachment #1). He is buried in Plot 1 Row E 
Grave 4, in the same row as Private Arthur Wright #17136 , also of the 15 th 
(Service) Battalion Durham Light Infantry. The battalion served in the 64 th 
Brigade of the 21 st Division. 

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) records that Private Wright and the Unknown Company Serjeant Major were 
both recovered northwest of Clery-sur-Somme at trench map coordinates 
62c.l.1.a.1.3 (Attachment #2). This village is on the north bank of the River 
Somme, precisely where the battalion was located on 23 March 1918. The COG- 
BR tells us that the rank of the Unknown British Soldier was identified by way of 
the Serjeant Major’s Cloth Crown. A spoon was also found with the number 
72993, which would indicate that Private Frank Cook was buried with the 
Company Serjeant Major and may very well be in grave 1 .E.3. 

3. The Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions (HD-SCHD) confirms that 
the identity of the Company Serjeant Major was not made at the time of his burial 
(Attachment #3). His headstone is marked as “A C. Serjt. Major of the Great War, 
Durham Light Infantry”. 

4. A List of Candidates was prepared from the CWGC database , which shows there 
were thirty-seven (37) Company Serjeant Majors of the Durham Light Infantry 
killed in France during the Great War, of which nineteen (19) have no known 
grave (Attachment # 4). The list was enhanced through the addition of the 
brigade and division in which the C.S.M. served (source: The Long, Long Trail) 
and the corresponding location of the casualty at the time of death (source: UK, 
WWI War Diaries) . 

The initial analysis of the candidates clearly indicates that the only possible 
candidates for the recovered remains are those that were listed on the Pozieres 
Memorial where the Durham Light Infantry was in the Somme sector, centered 
on Peronne (Map Series 62c). The CWGC website tells us: 

“The POZIERES MEMORIAL relates to the period of crisis in March and April 1918 
when the Allied Fifth Army was driven back by overwhelming numbers across the former 
Somme battlefields, and the months that followed before the Advance to Victory, which 
began on 8 August 1918. The Memorial commemorates over 14,000 casualties of the 
United Kingdom and 300 of the South African Forces who have no known grave and 
who died on the Somme from 21 March to 7 August 1918.” 

The CWGC information also tells us that the Durham Light Infantry was one of 
those most largely represented on the memorial with approximately 600 names. 
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The short list of candidates on the Pozieres Memorial can be further reduced by 
looking for those that were in battalions of the Durham Light Infantry restricted to 
the Peronne Sector 62c, which eliminates two (2) of the five (5) candidates, 
leaving only: 

i. Thomas Blanchard #5359 (23 March 1918) in action near Clery Copse 
62c.l.1.a northwest Peronne where the remains were recovered. 

ii. Martin Hansell # 200026 (27 March 1918) initially in the vicinity of Barieux 
62c.N.18 to Biahces 62c.1.25 area southwest of Peronne, prior to moving 
out of the area to the southwest. 

iii. Thomas McGuire #2213 (26 March 1918) moving from Lihons 62c.S.26 to 
Chauiines 66d.A.5 west to Rosieres 66e.F.3. 

The two (2) eliminated candidates, known to be well outside the area where the 
remains were recovered were: 

i. David Robson #9647 (23 March 1918) moving northwest from Annois 

66d.R.16 to Ollezy 66d.R.1. 

ii. Robert Wardropper #275004 in the withdrawal to Caix 66e.E.3 and 
westward to Moreuil 66e.l.2. 

There are no Company Serjeant Majors of the Durham Light Infantry listed on a 
Special Memorial within a cemetery. 

5. An Area Map extracted from the McMaster University Lloyd Reeds Collection 
allows us to focus on the location of the two candidates that were within the 
specific area where the remains were recovered east of Clery-sur-Somme, 
northwest of Peronne (Attachment #5). C.S.M. Blanchard serving with the 15 th 
Battalion was in the area north of the River Somme where the remains were 
recovered in sector 62c.l.1. At the closest, C.S.M. Hansell of the 1 st /5 th Battalion 
was more than 4,500 yards south of that area between Biaches 62c.l.25 and 
Barleu 62c.N.18 in the days prior to his death. 

6. The War Diaries of the Durham Light Infantry provide the details on the locations 
of the different battalions at the time the Company Serjeant Majors each paid the 
ultimate sacrifice during the Great War (Attachment #6). The report contains 
copies of the key documents, along with hyperlinks to those that were checked 
but are not related to action in the area where the remains were recovered. 

Company Serjeant Major Blanchard (15th Bn. 64 Bde. 21 Div.) was atTempleux- 
La-Fosse 62c.D.28 on the morning of 23 March 1918 when the enemy attacked 
during the early days of Operation Michael, the great German spring offensive 
(Attachment #6a). They fought a rear-guard action west to Aizecourt-le-Haut 
62c.J.1 prior to a renewed German attack, forcing the battalion to evacuate 
through Haut-Allaines 62c.l.5 on towards Clery Copse 62c.l.1 and the River 
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Somme. It is here that the remains of the Company Serjeant Major were 
recovered. The following morning they continued their withdrawal to Hem 
62c.H.8, leaving those that perished behind. 

Company Serjeant Major Hansell (1st/5th Bn. 151st Bde. 50th Div.) was south of 
C.S.M. Blanchard when he was at Barleux 62c.N.18 on 23 March 1918 
(Attachment #6b). This was more than 7,000 yards south of where the remains 
were recovered. The battalion moved north to prepare for a counter attack at 
Biaches 62c.l.25, on the east bank of the River Somme, which may have brought 
him within 4,500 yards of where the remains were recovered. They then moved 
south again on the 25 th to counter attack near Enterpigny 62c.0.15. From this 
point onward, the battalion began their move east, out of the area, towards the 
Asservillers-Estrees line 62c.N.13-N.30. The path now took them further 
southwest towards Vermandovillers 62c.S.10 and Lihons 62c.S.26. Death took 
place on 27 March 1918 near Rosieres 66e.F.8, probably during the British 
counter attack to drive the Germans back. They are now more than 20,000 yards 
southwest of where the remains were recovered. 

Company Serjeant Major McGuire (22nd Pioneer Bn. 8th Div.) was closest to 
C.S.M. Hansell when he was killed on 26 March 1918, but in a path moving 
northwest toward Lihons from Potte 66d.B.24 through Pertain 66d.B.10 
(Attachment #6c). His death occurred somewhere in the vicinity of Chauiines 

66d.A.5 and Lihons 62c.S.26. 

Company Serjeant Major Robson (11th Pioneer Bn. 20th Div.) is the only one 
mentioned in the war diary by name (Attachment #6d). He was with Second 
Lieutenant Duckett south of Ollezy 66d.R.1 just after noon. There he was 
manning a strong point, west of Annois 66d.R.16 {not Anneux as reported) facing 
the enemy to the east. Lieutenant Duckett and his platoon, including Robson, 
were never heard from again, suggesting his death took place in this area. 

Company Sergeant Major Wardropper (1 st /7 th Pioneer Bn. 50 th Div.) was involved 
in heavy fighting at Rosieres 66e.F.8 on 27 March 1918 and withdrew to Caix 
66e.E.3 on 28 March 1918 (Attachment #6e). Later in the afternoon the bulk of 
the battalion moved further to the southwest to Moreuil 66e.C.2 while “A” Coy 
moved to Boves 66d.T.7. That places CSM Wardropper the furthest away of the 
five (5) key candidates. 

The evidence is clear that only Company Serjeant Major Blanchard was at the 
area where the remains were recovered. For simplicity, the map thumbnail on the 
following page shows the general location of the key Company Serjeant Majors 
at the time of their death. 


CSM Thomas Blanchard 


Page 4 


Peronne Road Cemetery 1.E.4 






Albert 


Villers-Bocsge 


Blanchard & 
Remains 


P6ronne 


Bonnay 


Longueau 


Boves 


Hansell >Mc€uir£ 

Chaulnes v 




Wardropper 


Davonescourt 


Esmery-Hallon 


Robson 


The remainder of the Company Serjeant Majors were well out of the area. They 

are grouped here by battalion affiliation. War Diary references are linked but are 

not attached. 

1st/7th Battalion 

• SPOONER 27-05-18 holding strongpoints Monaco in the area south of 
Reims and east of Paris (war diary page 235 of 245) 

1st/8th Battalion 

• BLACK 18-09-16 in the vicinity of Swansea Trench & Kerry 

Alley, Longueva 57C.S.3 attack on the Crescent 57c.M.33.b.7.4 (war 
diary page 436 of 840) 

• BOOTH & COOK 05-11-16 in Snag Trench 57d.M.17.c Le Sars (war 
diary page 479 of 840) 

2nd Battalion 

• TURTON 21-03-18 west of monument north of 
Bapaume 57C.H.14 (war diary page 405 of 971) 

10th Battalion 

• 15-09-16 COOPER - near Delville Wood 57c.S.12-18 (war diary 
page 300 of 912) 

12th Battalion 

• 17-07-1916 DAVIS - in the area of Pozieres 57d.X.4 (war diary 
page 56 Of 153) 

14th Battalion 

• 27-09-15 CSM HOPE - in the vicinity of Hill 70 (Noyelles-les- 
Vermelles 36C.G.7 approx) northwest of Lens (war diary page 1 2 of 
645) 

• 18-09-16 CSM MOORE - at the Quadrilateral 57c.T.14.d.4.4 (war diary 
page 791 of 971) 
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15th Battalion 

• 25-09-15 WILCOX - near Vermelles with an attack on Hill 
70 36c.G.8 (war diary page 5 of 527) 

• 01 -07-16 CONNELL & WILSON - Montauban Sector on the 
Somme 57C.S.27 (page 72 of 527) 

• 23-10-1918 ROBINSON - Vendegies-Au-Bois 57b.F.7 attack west of 
Ovillers 57b.E.24 (war diary page 193 of 527) 

19th Battalion 

• 06-05-17 HOLROYDE near Fresnoy-le-Petit 62b.M.27.a.0.5 (war diary 
page 52 of 81) 

7. The Grave Stone Photographs of the Peronne Road Cemetery depict and 

Unknown Company Serjeant Major of the Durham Light Infantry (Attachment #7). 
The GWF volunteer, who took the photographs, indicated the stones were badly 
weathered and nearly impossible to read. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #8). 

The evidence is clear that only Company Serjeant Major Thomas Blanchard can be in 
Plot 1 Row E Grave 4 of the Peronne Road Cemetery, Maricourt. There is no other time 
in the Great War that another candidate, of the same rank, was killed at this location. Fie 
is buried in close proximity to men of the same battalion, killed on the same day at the 
same location. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2483617.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return. https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2483748.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2144665.JPG 


No. of Contract- .— dated.... 

Name and Address of Firm. 


imperial HUlar Graves Commission. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 

and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design). 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces. 
https ://www. cwgc. org/find/find- war-dead 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Peronne Map 
391WW1 MAP. http://diqitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/obiect/macrepo%3A4060/-/collection 
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ATTACHMENT #6a 


UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920Various (Infantry Brigades, 21st 

Division) 21st Division Piece 2161: 64 Infantry Brigade (1915 - 1919) 
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ATTACHMENT #6b 


UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920 Durham Light Infantry 50th Division 

Piece 2840: 151 Infantry Brigade (1915-1918) 


Instructions regarding War Diari.-H and intelligence 
Summaries ore contained in K. S. Kegs,, Port 11. 
and the .Staff Manual respectively. Title pages 
will be prepared in manuscript. 


WAR DIARY 

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 

{Erase heading not rapiircd.) 


VO L. U HE. 34 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries arc contained in E. S. Kegs.. Pal i 11. 
and the .Staff Manual respectively. Title pages 
will be prepared in miinnscript. 
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WAR DIARY 
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ATTACHMENT #6c 


UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920 Various (Divisional Troops) 8th 

Division Piece 1702: Divisional Troops (1916 -1919) 
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ATTACHMENT #6d 


UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920 Durham Light Infantry 20th Division 

Piece 2108/2: 11 Battalion Durham Light Infantry (Pioneers) (1915 Jul - 1919 Jun) 
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ATTACHMENT #6e 


UK, WWI War Diaries (France, Belgium and Germany), 1914-1920 Durham Light Infantry 50th Division 

Piece 2823/2: 1/7 Durham Light Infantry (Pioneers) (1915 Dec - 1918 Jun) 


7th Bn. THR DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY, PI O'ERRS. 


( 2 ) 


March 1913 . 


38th. Tuesday. 26th The Battalion took up position on the North of 

3STRHRS shortly after midnighofrom about N.25,a.9,9. to 
N.19.central. About 9-0 a.m. the enemy were reported 
to be achancing in large numbers and the 149th 3rigade 
(Infantry) sent orders 'to withdraw at 10-0 a.m,. 

The Battalion withdrew to a line through X.ll.a.central 
at 2-0 p.ra, "A* and "B" Con^anies were then ordered to 
attaok mfiaRVUiLB, while the 5th N.F's delivered a 
oounter-attaok on the Left of the village. The 
Oorpfttiies forced their "'ay through the village twioa, 
but owing to the commanding position held by the enemy 
with ika machine guns, it was impossible to remain and 

£ were compelled to withdraw to the line about 500x 

immediately South of the village. At dusk all troops 
under the 149th Brigade were withdrawn and we occupied 
posts immediately on the South side of the Main 
Railway about X.25.b.2.2. 

9.7th. Wednesday. 27th Heavy fighting was in progress at R0SI3RES on our 
—Right front and about mid-day we were .given orders to 
retire on to the BAY0NViLLERS — CFTiLLAOOTTRT line. 

On arrival at GUILLAU00HRT, as the ensfoy had been repulsed 
we were ordered to line the Sunken Road through 
W.lS.a.&o. Towards nightfall we were ordered to push 
forward and occupy the VAUVILLNRS Ridge whioh was done 
with little or no opposition. 


23th. 


Thursday. 28th We were relieved this morning and on taking up » 
” position along the Sunken Road in Support at 5-0 a.m. 

orders wese received to withdraw to OAIX. The 
Division took up position in front of OAIX and this 
TTnitr oocupied a Sur&on Road. of OAIX, Towards 

mid-day the position grew oritioal as both flanks had 
retired, but the Battalion held on until the order 
was given to Withdraw at 3-30 p.m. and a position was 
tnkan up on the ridge immediately West of OAIX. 

The Branch who had beer, ooming up during the day were 
holding a portion of the front and the Batt alio n 
withdrew about 6-0 p.ra. and proceeded to M0HEUIL and 
“A* Company proceeded to B0VH3. 


29th. Friday. 29th 


30th. Saturday. 


About 1-30 a.m. a man came to Headquarters and 
said all troops had to clear out of the village at onoe 
as the energy were close at hand. Tills subsequently 
turned out to be the work of a spy. The remainder of 
the Battalion (about 60 strong) cleared out of the village 
and were oolleoted together and sent into the lme with 
the remnants of the Division near the X Roads South of 
DHMOM. 

30th The Battalion (less the above 60 men under 0 apt am 
Dickson) oolleoted in BOVSS and marched to SANS-EN- 
AMTENOIS. 


31st S-ihday. 31 at The Battalion marched to SAL3DX for entrainment 

-to ROE. 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


Grave Site photographs courtesy GWF Member “Don Regiano”. Plot 1 Row E is in the lower left of the 
first photograph. The photographer reported that the inscriptions are barely visible due to the weathering. 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


This “Reporting and Review attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

We have modified the requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their 
source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 
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